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7. All of the above is based on my belief that VO A has large 
audience in Viet-Nam. 

8. Mecklin concurs. p f\ 


T ^ 

odg£ 


154. Report by the Secretary of Defense (McNamara) 1 


ra) 1 

Saigon, undated. 


McNAMARA'S 27 SEPTEMB 

RICHARDSON 




During a lon g inte rview, lasting two hours, Richardson stated (in 
his words and sequence of thought): 

1 crvstalized the_discontent which had been 

lying dormant for some time. 

2. The future is so uncertain he cannot predict what will happen . 

3. T he massive arrests of the students has been very bad. 

4. The arrests include the arrest of children of the military officers 
and high-ranking bureaucrats. 

5. The night arrests are particularly bad for they cause the people 
to hate you. 

6. R 2 told Diem that for each cabinet member it is a personal 
crisis. 

7. What he particularly deplores is the climate of suspicion. 

8. Diem is still res pected but they can 't swallow his family. 

9. ^particularly fears action by thp highest level of the arme d 
f orces. 

10. Twice within the last few days R turned down proposals that 
he be Secretary General of the Council; Diem said this makes you 
Prime Minister but R said he can't accept such a post in this Adminis- 
tration. 

11. R has been told he is under surveillance — the family looks on 
him as an American. 
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1 Source: Washington National Records Center, RG 330, McNamara Files: FRC ( *7 

71-A-3470, Back Up Documents and Notes 9/25/63— Trip to SVN. Secret. \ 

1 "R" is a code name for Nguyen Dinh Thuan, Vietnamese Secretary of State at the YA 

Presidency and Assistant Secretary of State for National Defense. ‘v 

4 ^ 


Y> Y 


302 Foreign Relations / 1961-1963/ Volume IV 


12. He does not see anyone with enough moral authority to re - 
place Diem but the course Diem and his family are following will lead 
to disaster. 

13. Diem is devoted to his country but wed to his fam ily. 

14. The relationships between the US military advisors and their 
counterparts are good, but if the atmosphere of suspicion does not 
evaporate, the lower levels of the Vietnamese will withdraw from that 
relationship — "I see the process". 

15. Diem is respected: he ha s a lot of moral qualities, but people 
are damaging his reputation and that will mir^him Ttfc a tragHy 

16. "I ask you Mr. Secretary to be very firm; it is the only way. 
Don't cut off aid; suspend the aid." 

17. Diem is anxious about the delay in commercial aid. 

18. After talking to high-ranking officials in the SVN armed 
forces, R has nightmares. But men are capable of doing very stupid 
things. 

19. Four generals have asked to be in the cabinet. They are very 
dangerous. 

20. Tp save his country we must put pressure on Diem to force 
him to stop the repressive measures and force Nhu to leave. Otherwise 
a j3?up Amir_afiH thk .urill.hp disastrou s. 

21. Nhu was the instigator of the attack against the pagod as. 

22. Don't believe what you see on the surface; the people are 
angry. 

23. The episode of the students is absolutely horrible. 

24. In the bottom of their hearts many officers have been turned 
against the government. 

25. The Navy Commander who saved Diem's life in 1960 can't 
even convince his own father of the merit of the government. 

26. People hate Mada me Nhu and her brothe r. If Nhu tried to 
succeed his brother, there will be war. 

27. Not only have there been night arrests, but kidnappings by 
the Surete. 

28. The night arrests are terrible; mothers try to delay the taking 
of their daughters until dawn. It is horrible — like Kadar in Hungary. 

29. You asked me "How many people were arrested; how many 
released?' "I don't know." 

30. The managing editor of Trudo, a paper suspected of being pro- 
American has now been jailed. 

31. The feeli ng of many of the cabinet membe rs is that they are 

fed up. They want to bill If lllW JU, ti teV ^re los t. Many cannot 

afford to leave the country and those who don't wilTbe put in jail. 
There were 36 secret agents in Mau's house when he was going to 
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32. R told Diem: you can't survive without American aid. The 
piaster will go, then the dong — the rate is already dropping. 

33. Khiem, the brother of Madame Nhu and head of the secret 
police, is a mad man and obsessed with sex. R is on his assassination 

list. 

34. The Minister of Economics, a devout Catholic, told R he could 
not sleep last night thinking of Nhu's statements which were so anti- 
American. He believed no one could benefit other than the Commu- 
nists and this led him to conclude there must be a Communist behind 

him. 

Robert S. McNamara 3 


J Printed from a copy that bears this typed signature. 


155. Editorial Note 

Under new election laws adopted by the National Assembly on 
June 13 and promulgated by President Diem on June 16, elections for 
the Republic of Vietnam's National Assembly were to take, place on 
August 31. The laws called for a 2-week active campaign beginning on 
August 16 and culminating on election day. The events of August 21 ; 

and the imposition of martial law delayed this schedule, and elections • 
were ultimately held on September 27. On October 7, the Embassy 
submitted to the Department in airgram 249 a report on the campaign 
and the elections. The following comprises the summary portion of 

that report: 

"Preceding election day on September 27, potential candidates 
had been effectively limited by a variety of factors ranging from a 
general sense of the hazards of independent politics to quite specific 
indications that their particular candidacies were unwelcome. One 
candidate with a reputation for independent views, Nguyen Tran, was . 
disqualified. Thus on September 27 the alternatives before the voters 
were limited; there was no known oppositionist in the running. This 
fact suggested that any candidate still in contention would be more or 
less acceptable to the government, or at least not seriously opposed 
thereby, and this consideration was probably a major factor m the 
government's decision to proceed with the elections at this time. The 
advantages in so proceeding depended on the government s ability (a) 
to produce a large voter turnout, thus refuting the idea of popular 
discontent which might manifest itself in abstentions from the polls, 

(b) to maintain tight public security against the threat of VC disruptive 
arfnrifv nr •nnrvilsr mar»ifpQtaHons . and to administer the votine in a 



